r1'U iS^0.vere^ a method of destroying the bacillus a Phthisis. Many people, therefore, concluded that re for consumption had at last been certainly ^ered. The conclusion of sanguine readers was But there is a long interval between PhtV ?C0V617 a 8Uhstance that will destroy the Ce>+ That conclusion we do not hold to rest upon a sufficiently wide induction. But, agreeing with Koch on this point for the moment, we will consider what are the prospects of successful treatment. If it be granted that the tubercle bacillus is the only cause of phthisis, it must follow that unless the destructive process in the lung has been carried so far as to render the organ incapable of recovering something of its normal structure and of performing its natural function as the oxygenator of the blood, the death of the bacillus should not only suffice to stop the phthisical process, but also to admit of the patient's restoration to health and to a limited degree of vigour. What, then, are the prospects opening before medicine of the destruction of the bacillus within the human body? Non-professional readers should understand that it is one thing to destroy the bacillus in an artificial culture outside the body, but quite another to destroy it in its semi-natural habitat within the lungs. As showing how easy it is to do the former it is only necessary to mention that sunlight alone will kill the tubercle bacillus in an artificial culture in a few hours, and even in a few minutes if the culture be sufficiently thin. Nay, more, ordinary daylight, without sun at all, will In 11 the organism in six or seven days. It is proved beyond doubt that daylight, and even bright sunlight, are powerless against the bacilli in the human lung, except perhaps in the very initial stages of their destructive work. Not only does the sun, however, destroy artificial cultures quickly and effectively, but quite a large number of substances have the same effect. Among these are several ethereal oils; some aromatic compounds, such as Naphthylamin, Paratoluidin, and Xylidin;
